	Name of researcher
	Issue being observed and results of research

	Hargreaves (1967)
	Examined the effects of streaming on the behaviour of students and teachers in a boys’ secondary school. (his hypothesis was that working class pupils tended to be placed in the lower streams) He used participant observation as his main research method. He sat at the back of the classroom observing students and teachers. Found that the teachers changed their behaviour when being observed. 

	Willis
	Willis used a mixture of unstructured interviews and participant observation in his study of the counterculture of ‘the lads’. He found they acted against school rules and were scornful of middle class pupils who they called ‘earoles’. By rejecting school they failed academically and ended up in working class jobs. He concluded that school prepared them for life of manual labour because they rejected the ideology of meritocracy (that hard work=success)

	Mac an Ghaill (1994)
	The Makings of Men: Masculinities, Sexualities and Schooling’. Involved getting to know the students well. He wanted to research working class, male subcultures. He identified three types of subculture; the Macho Lads who were in the bottom set, the Academic Achievers and the New Enterprisers. The Macho Lads were most anti-school and more likely to be in trouble (truanting, hitting a teacher, being verbally abusive). Mac an Ghaill allowed the groups to socialise at his home and picked up a great deal of information from listening to them and having friendly chats with them.

	Mac an Ghaill 
	In ‘Young Gifted and Black’ Mac an Ghaill used participant observation in 2 schools. His work revealed racism experienced by 2 black gangs , The Rasta Heads (Afro Caribbean) and The Warriors (Asian) and also by black girls. He found that Afro Caribbean boys were put in lower sets for what was seen as bad behaviour even when their academic ability was good. Afro Caribbean boys responded with resistance.

	Gilborn (1990)
	In ‘Race, Ethnicity and Education’: Teaching and Learning in Multi-ethnic Schools used non-participant observation for over 2 years. He visited the school at least 3 times a week, observing the interactions between students of different backgrounds and how the staff treated them, uncovering what he described as unintentional teacher racism. In particular they saw the actions of Afro Caribbean students as a threat where no threat was intended. Teachers reacted by disciplining black boys more harshly. AC boys more likely to be disciplined and punished than other ethnic groups for the same offence. As a result there was considerable tension between white teachers and black students. 

	Wright 
	Cecile Wright observed classrooms in 4 inner city primary schools and found that teachers perceived and treated ethnic minority children differently from White children. Asian children were largely ignored , received the least attention and were often excluded from classroom discussions. Afro Caribbean boys were expected to behave badly and received a considerable amount of attention – mostly negative. As a result they felt picked on and treated unfairly.


